March 26 & 27, 2026




A NOTE FROM THE

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Hello! (Boozhoo!)

SISU: The Innovation Institute at Northern Michigan University and
Innovate Marquette are proud to be co-hosting Peak25, formerly
known as Innovation Week. We especially want to thank our
sponsors, keynote speakers, panelists, pitch finalists, and judges,
and all of you for your participation this year. We truly hope you
enjoy this experience, connect with your fellow attendees in
meaningful ways, and leave inspired to take action in building a
brighter tomorrow! Thank you again on behalf of the Peak25
committee and we'll see you next year!

Thank you! (Miigwech!)

Anishinaabe Ancestral Homelands Statement
P-VNot MPbe PolLabld® P-VNot Mbe PolAbld® dofaV + ©dU
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Giiwedinong Michigan Kinhomaage'gamigong ayaa gete-
anishinaabewaking Anishinaabe Swi Shkode Aking Gichi-
namebini Ziibing ezhinikaadeg Anishinaabemowining Marquette.

Northern Michigan University is located on the ancestral
homelands of the Anishinaabe Three Fires Confederacy. Gichi-
namebini Ziibing is the traditional name of Marquette.
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Thursday and Friday

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

THURSDAY

Northern Center, NMU

8-9 AM
Registration Opens and
Continental Breakfast

9-9:50 AM:

Keynote: Alex West Steinman

10-10:50 AM

Women in Business
Panel Discussion

11-11:50 AM

Morning Breakout Sessions

12-12:30 PM
Lunch

1-1:50 PM

Afternoon Breakout Session

2-2:50 PM
How to Lead A More Inclusive
Design Process

3-4:30PM
Maker's Fair
Build Your Own Birdhouse

5-7PM
Innovation Party at
Ore Dock Brewing Co.

FRIDAY

Innovation Hall,
Jacobetti Complex, NMU

8-9 AM:
Registration Opens and
Continental Breakfast

9-9:50 AM:

Keynote: Bill Hawker

10 AM-12:30 PM

Design Jam with
Design Core Detroit

12:30-1PM

Lunch

1-2PM:
Kicking Your Fear in the Face
with Nancy Lyons

2:30-5PM
The Big Pitch & Outdoor
Innovation Pitch Competitions

5-6 PM:
Pitch Reception



THURSDAY, MARCH 26

Registration & Breakfast
Location: Ballrooms 1 & 2, Northern Center, NMU

9-9:50 AM |

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: ALEX WEST STEINMAN
Crowdfunding Your Way to Launch
Location: Ballrooms 1 & 2, Northern Center, NMU

10-10:50 AM |

WOMEN IN BUSINESS PANEL DISCUSSION
Featuring: Lucy Seitz, Brooke Grondin, Nikki Odom,
& Jessica Mariin (moderator)

Location: Ballrooms 1 & 2, Northern Center, NMU
MORNING BREAKOUT SESSIONS:

Anyone Can be An innovator with Jason Williams
Location: Penninsula Il Room

Selection Pressure: Why Great Founders Run Toward

the Hardest Problem with Joe Thiel
Location: Peninsula IV Room

Lunch
Location: Ballrooms 1&2, Northern Center, NMU

NORTHERN CENTER, NORTHERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
1401 Presque Isle Avenue, Marquette, Ml 49855




THURSDAY, MARCH 26

1-1:50 PM:
AFTERNOON

Effective Communication Strategies For Building
Customer Loyalty That You Can Activate Today

with Adela Piper, Siren Strategy
Location: Ballrooms 1&2

Financial Clarity for Business Growth & Financing
with Julie Olsen & Lisa DeCaire,

Embers Credit Union

Location: Peninsula | Room

How to Lead A More Inclusive Design Process

with Bonnie Fahoome, Design Core Detroit
Location: Founders Room

Makers Fair with Innovate Marquette Protolab

Make Your Own Birdhouses or Headphones
Location: Ballrooms 1&2, Northern Center, NMU

5-7 PM: |

Innovation Party - networking, local beverages, and
hors d'oeuvres

Location: Ore Dock Brewing Co.,
114 W. Spring St, Marquette, Ml 49855




THURSDAY KEYNOTE

Crowdfunding Your Way to Launch

ALEX WEST STEINMAN

9-9:50 AM | Northern Center, Ballrooms 1& 2

Alex West Steinman is a nationally recognized speaker,
entrepreneur, and dynamic leader helping people and
organizations turn purpose into power. As the co-founder
and CEO of The Coven, a fast-growing network of inclusive
coworking spaces and communities across the U.S., Alex
leads with a mission to make work better for everyone.
After raising $350,000 via crowdfunding, Alex knows the ins
and outs of building a successful crowdfunding campaign
and will share her insight on crowdfunding your way to
launch in this session. '




Women In Business

PANEL

10-10:50 AM | Northern Center, Ballrooms 1& 2

Lucy Seitz Brooke Grodin
Social Media Influencer, CEO/Owner
Cosmetologist Girly Pop & Bombshell
LAS Beauty LLC Boudoir Photography Studio

Nikki Odom Jessica Mariin
CEO/Owner Moderator

Read My Lips Bookstore Owner, Fresh Coast Beauty




























































